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weaver will teach them how to weave their own cloth.
I will inculcate in them the importance of hygiene and
sanitation and when they come and ask me for a sweeper,
I will tell   them: "I will be your   sweeper and I will -
train  you all in the job."   This is  my  conception of
Samagra Gramseva. You may tell me that I will never
find a ghanchi   of this description   in  this age. Then I
will say that we cannot hope  to improve our villages
in this   age. Take the example of a ghanchi in Russia.
After all  the man who  runs an  oil mill is a ghanchu
He  has money  but his   strength   does   not   lie  in his
money. Real   strength lies   in knowledge. True know-
ledge   gives   a   moral  standing   and   moral   strength.
Everyone seeks the advice of such a man.
Harijan, 17-3-J46

Village Factions

Alas for India that parties and factions are to be
found in the villages as they are to be found in our
cities. And when power politics enter our villages with
less thought of the welfare of the villages and more of
using them for increasing the parties' own power, this
becomes a hindrance to the progress of the villagers
rather than a help. I would say that whatever be the
consequence^ we must make use as much as possible of
local help and if we are free from the taint of power
politics, we are not; likely to go wrong. Let us remember
that the English-educated men and women from the
cities have criminally neglected the villages of India
which are the backbone of the country. The process oi
remembering our neglect will induce patience. I have
never gone to a single village which is devoid of an honest
worker. We fail to find him when we are not humble
enough to recognize any merit in our villages. Of course.